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For hundreds of years, people have turned to the tarot for guidance and focus in seeking
answers to life's questions. While millions use the Tarot regularly, much of its history, lore, and
symbolism remain obscure--making it difficult for the user to get the deepest possible reading.
Also, with hundreds of different decks available, drawing on several major traditions, finding the
right deck--the one that the Tarot user will find most sympathetic to their needs, desires, and
usage--can become an arduous task.Pictures from the Heart provides hundreds of entries
detailing the symbolism of the Tarot, contrasting the various decks on the market, as well as
issues, figures, and topics of interest to the Tarot user. For both the experienced and the
neophyte user, this tarot dictionary is a long-awaited and essential resource.



The Secret Language of Tarot, Tarot for Your Self: A Workbook for the Inward Journey (35th
Anniversary Edition), Mary K. Greer's 21 Ways to Read a Tarot Card, Tarot and the Archetypal
Journey: The Jungian Path from Darkness to Light, Tarot: No Questions Asked: Mastering the
Art of Intuitive Reading, The Complete Guide to the Tarot: Determine Your Destiny! Predict Your
Own Future!



Diana Faillace Von Behren, “Wonderful Tarot Reference. For those who are intrigued by the
imagery of the Tarot, Sandra A. Thomson in "Pictures From the Heart:A Tarot Dictionary"
provides a thorough encyclopedic glimpse of the 72 cards from the perspective of a number of
different tarot decks.A word of caution: for those, like myself, who purchase this as a Kindle
version be prepared for some frustration. Dictionaries, in general, do not work well on the e-
book platform unless indexed and cross-indexed. In order for me to use this Tarot Dictionary
quickly, I must either use my search function or return to the Table of Contents and then scroll
through an alphabetized listing of every card and keyword. There is no quick way of just jumping
to those items listed under specific letters of the alphabet unless, of course, you type in a
search. As I use this book as a reference, I would have preferred to purchase the paperback
version which sadly, is priced out of my reach. I am sure that some readers of the Kindle version
will object to this comment, but it is a matter of personal preference. I like such books to be of
paper format for quick flipping.That said, Thomson's book provides a wealth of information about
the symbology of the tarot. Mainly, it discusses the depictions on the Rider-Waite deck(s), but
might pull in inferences from a number of other decks the list of which includes:1. Rider-Waite
influenced decks like the Robin Wood Tarot, The Morgan-Greer Tarot and The Light and
Shadow Tarot Aleister Crowley's2. Thoth deck3. Mythic-Themed decks like Arthurian Tarot, and
Mythic Tarot4. Classic decks like the Marseilles Tarot5. Collage decks like Voyager Tarot6. Multi-
Cultural decks like Shining Tribe7. Feminist decks like Daughters of the Moon8. Esoteric decks
like Osho Zen and World SpiritThompson does not get in the realm of fantasy decks at all. Her
message is a simple one when it comes to the selection of a personal favorite--choose a deck
that resonates with you--where the allegories depicted on the cards call to mind something of
personal importance or recollection.Thompson provides an adequate history of the tarot in her
opening pages. She mentions ways in which to make one's personal journey of tarot more
understandable by speaking of numerology, color choices, astrological inferences, religious
symbology, mythic symbology and alchemy. Her introduction is tantalizing, but, I personally
would have enjoyed more introductory information about the tarot's association with the
Qabbalistic Tree of Life in her opening pages. Thompson does speak of this association in
individual entries, but I would have liked a mention, let alone a more thorough study of say the
fifth vessel of the Tree of Life when looking up her entry on "fives". This omission is my one big
disappointment with this book. (For more on this topic, check out, 
  
Tarot and the Tree of Life: Finding Everyday Wisdom in the Minor Arcana



  
  
which is quite good--I wish Kliegman also did a book on the Major Arcana in reference to the
Tree of Life.)Otherwise, studying "Pictures from the Heart" and using its ideas will jump start
further exploration. Her information is good and obviously is a good summation of many years of
study.Bottom line? Sandra A. Thomson's "Pictures of the Heart: A Tarot Dictionary" is a good
volume to purchase for those who want to use the tarot as a tool of self-discovery. In concise
language, she provides insight that will help aid in selecting your own deck while understanding
the concept the the allegories depicted on individual tarot cards are meant to stir large and small
recollections regarding events in human life. Wish there was more information on tarot's
connection to the Qabbalistic Tree of Life. Kindle version, like most dictionaries transformed into
ebooks, doesn't work as well as an actual print copy in terms of reference use.
Recommended.Diana Faillace Von Behren"reneofc"”

Rashchupkina, “A must have for any Tarot enthusiast...... This is one hella a book. If you're a tarot
reader or even just a collector this is a MUST have book. I was surprised it was not more talked
about and reccommened on other sites.The sheer wealth of information in this tome is
unbelievable. Everytime I go to see if something is in here for clues, there it is. Also she includes
the top 25 decks, and uses their imagery throughout the text. A huge bonus!Also as someone
else said, the paper is inferior. This is a book I reach for time and time again, and it's going to be
ruined fast. Though perhaps using the heavier white paper that lasts longer, this book would be
very heavy. That might be a reason they chose the cheaper, lighter paper.Either way, you love
tarot, you will LOVE this book!”

christine rae, “Hard to find - happy to receive, in any condition. Very happy to receive this OOP
copy! It wasn’t the photo seller listed with the yellow cover shown. I received an advance
uncorrected Proof version Like in the photo. It had Smudgey purple paint on it and was very
soiled. But as I said, it is a reference and I am very happy to have it.”

Lorelei, “Excellent resource for research or just reading. I truly don't understand why this book
doesn't have a hundred reviews -- and why it hasn't been reprinted. The tarot is all about
symbolism, and how those symbols interact and connect with the collective, and our individual
unconscious. Like a napoleon pastry, all those little details add layers upon layers of meaning
and resonance to every card.Ever wondered what that snail marching across the garden in the
Nine of Pentacles meant? Have you spotted the Caner sign on the belt buckle of the Charioteer?
Or wanted to connect the "sun" in mythology, in astrology, the flower, with the card XIX? Colors,



flowers, feathers, animals, buildings, or the "landscape," it's all here.If you're new to the tarot,
this is an excellent book to answer questions about what is "in" those pictures. Or to just pick up
and read, ping pong back and forth. A wonderful dictionary for any student, and I suspect even
an adept would find something new here.Excellent, excellent book. Prices on the hard copy are
insane. Get the Kindle version.”

Rachelle, “My copy was used but I loved the side notes from the previous owner. My copy was
used but I loved the side notes from the previous owner. So I was graced w/ so much more extra
information. Someone really ventured in to this one before me. Wonderful reference book for all
around visual symbol references, tons of reference.”

PattyLu, “Sweet little dictionary. This book has a small section in front explaining different tarot
decks. The rest of the book is a dictionary. I have immersed myself in learning to read the Tarot
cards and developing my ESP now that I am retired and have the time. This book is a welcome
addition to my library.”

VD2400, “Very good for Tarot enthusiasts, but not for the novice!. This book explains so many
different things about Tarot cards. For example, the book explains numerous images found in
many Tarot decks. There is an exhaustive amount of information in this book, but I was hoping
for a little more insight into the definitions of the cards. I do not need more card definitions
because I've been reading Tarot for 15+ years, but I do like to look at different meanings, and
was hoping on a clear and concise book that covers reversals--this does not. I enjoy reading
new books on Tarot--for novices, advanced readers, and enthusiasts. I ordered this book
because I thought there'd be a vast amount of information in it, and I could suggest it to those
that often turn to me for good books on Tarot. While this book will be suggested from me in the
future to some, it will not be suggested for the novice. This book covers a wide range of
information, but many that dabble in Tarot or are just starting out will not find this book of much
use. This book is for the true Tarot enthusiast--and I am--but I rated it as 4 stars because I do not
want people to get the wrong impression that this is truly a definitive text on Tarot because it isn't.
It is well written and much of the information is great, but again, it's not for those that are mere
dabblers or beginners to the art of Tarot because there is a lot of information in the book that
only enthusiasts will be interested in.”

Karen, “Good. I found the coloring pages somewhat not fully clear, but the explanations were
good overall not a bad book excellent delivery.”

Jayne, “Another tarot "must have". Lots of information about tarot symbology. A very good
investment for every tarotist.”

The book by Sandra A. Thomson has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 25 people have provided feedback.
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